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peerages to six above the existing number,1 would have made
the Lords into a close oligarchy, independent of outside
the transfer- forces. This Bill was intended by Sunderland, then head
power of the of the Government, to reduce the influence of the Prince of
his Wales rather than of George I; for George was at that time at
variance with his son and wished to limit his power in the
event of his succession. The Bill was defeated by the efforts
of one of the Whigs themselves—Walpole. The Whigs
were certainly apprehensive of the character of the new
sovereign and irritated by his love of his Electorate, but
they had little need or desire to reduce his power by legal
enactments. Indeed, they were far more concerned in
securing themselves against their Tory rivals and against
the autocracy of one of their own number, Walpole, whose
power overshadowed their own. Fifty years of continuous
office tended to make them an exclusive body, jealous of any
opposition, careless of the wishes of the country and ever
ready to use their power not for the benefit of England but
for their own advantage. The power for which they had
striven at the Revolution fell into their hands. They might
attack Walpole on the grounds that " they were persuaded
that a sole or even First Minister was an official unknown
to the laws of Britain, inconsistent with the Constitution of
this country and destructive of liberty in any government
whatsoever/'2 but their real reason was that Walpole, though
he had ruled wisely for the country, had neglected their
wishes and had excluded them from real power.
^Nevertheless in spite of the exclusiveness of the Whigs
and their selfish rule, there was in this period a noteworthy
development of something approaching a Cabinet System.
George I and George II spent a large part of their reigns
abroad: they preferred Hanover to England, and they were
absorbed in the mass of State business which the autocratic
government of the Electorate cast upon them. In any case
their abilities were only of the mediocre order. They did
not speak English and few English statesmen spoke German,
1 The number was then 220, and was therefore never to exceed
226. Turberville, House of Lords in Eighteenth Century, p. 4* See
Grant-Robertson, Select Statutes, p. 208,
8 Grant-Robertson, England under the Hanoverians, p. 83.

